Cultures and sign languages
Manual signing systems tend to evolve as natural languages among particular populations. The deaf community is one group which is linked to the use of this mode of expression on a world-wide basis.  A manual sign system known as Amerind has been attributed to American –Indian populations who used it to augment speech, has also been studied as an indigenous language.    
Language reflects the culture and requirements of a population and manual signing systems evolve differently in various countries and communities. Irish Sign Language, or ISL, is the indigenous language of the Deaf community in Ireland. Lamh, although adapted to meet the linguistic needs of people with Intellectual Disability, has its roots in ISL. The signed alphabet and counting systems are shared by both manual systems, as are many other signs including representations for some abstract concepts such as colour and time.  
It is expected that a child introduced to Lamh, as part of an early intervention programme to facilitate the acquisition of language, will adapt to successfully acquire ISL. The Lamh manual signing system was developed specifically to enable the user to make the transition to ISL whenever maturation and development presents a need to express a broader range of linguistic intentions and structures.
